Nicosia, 26 July 2019

The EU continues to support youth
As part of the EU Youth Strategy and to support youth work activities in the Turkish Cypriot community, the
EU Infopoint is cooperating with HASDER and MAGEM this summer to support a series of educational, sports
and cultural events aimed at increasing youth empowerment. The activities give an opportunity for young
people to play an active part, discuss issues, and take on a leadership role in the organisation of the events.
The youth events as part of 13th Annual Nicosia Youth Day by HASDER will take place from 27 July to 2 August.
The events will include a “Roundtable Discussion” on 27 July at EU Infopoint on the topic of educational
reform, a “Cinevision & Discussion” event at HASDER Handicrafts Centre on 28 July, a “Markutti” (Kite Festival)
on 30 July near Ataturk Stadium, a “Youth Concert” on 1 August near HASDER Handicrafts Centre, and a
“Walled City Bike Tour” on 3 August starting from Selimiye Square. Additionally, the Maki Festival by MAGEM
youth organisation will take place from 23 to 25 August. This will be the third Annual Maki Fest, which takes
place on the Bafra/Vokolida coast and attracts young people from all around Cyprus.
As part of the Aid Programme to the Turkish Cypriot community (TCc), the EU has supported a number of civil
society projects and initiatives, including a focus on youth. In addition to this, support has been provided to
harmonise the TCc with the EU when it comes to social inclusion and allowing for young people to register
their own NGOs and participate fully in society. The European Union scholarships allow Turkish Cypriot
students, researchers and professionals to study in the EU and gain exposure to other European cultures.
Under this scheme, between 2007 and 2019, a total of 1370 scholarships have been awarded for a total budget
of €20.4 million.
The overall objective of the Human Resources Development programme is to assist the TCc in reforming the
education sector with a view to enhance human resources development, to assist the creation of more and
better jobs by attracting more people into employment or entrepreneurial activity, improving adaptability of
workers and enterprises and increasing investment in human capital. This objective is reached through
technical assistance projects as well as grant projects in the field of education and labour market.

Background:
The EU Youth Strategy is the framework for EU youth policy cooperation for 2019-2027, based on the Council Resolution
of 26 November 2018. EU youth cooperation shall make the most of youth policy's potential. It fosters youth participation
in democratic life; it also supports social and civic engagement and aims to ensure that all young people have the
necessary resources to take part in society.
Empowerment of young people means encouraging them to take charge of their own lives. Today, young people across
Europe are facing diverse challenges and youth work in all its forms can serve as a catalyst for empowerment.
https://ec.europa.eu/youth/policy/youth-strategy_en
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