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Nicosia, 28 May 2021  
EUROPE'S BEATING CANCER PLAN: 

EU’s New Approach on Cancer Prevention, Treatment and Care 
European Commission reflected on the new approach on cancer prevention, treatment and care with an online Zoom 
event “Europe's Beating Cancer Plan' held on Friday, 28 May 2021. The event was also shared live on the EU Infopoint 
Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/ABBilgi/videos/4003326359748829. 
 
During his opening speech, Ierotheos Papadopoulos, Head of the European Commission Representation in Cyprus stated 
that “Europe's Beating Cancer Plan is a key pillar of the European Health Union, presented by President von der Leyen in 
November 2020, calling for a more secure, resilient and better-prepared European Union. With this Plan, we aim to 
prevent the preventable – we must remember that up to 40% of all cancer cases are avoidable. The Cancer Plan will be 
supported by actions spanning across policy areas from employment, education, social policy and equality, through 
marketing, agriculture, energy, the environment and climate, to transport, cohesion policy, and taxation. Its success will 
come from genuine partnerships and collaboration.” In his presentation on the EU's Beating Cancer Plan, Prof. Julian 
Mamo, President of Chronic Diseases Section with European Public Health Association dwelled on the Plan’s approach 
with regard to prevention of cancer, quality of life of cancer patients and survivors of cancer as well as the actions that 
would bring about the highest value during all phases of the disease. Followed by Prof. Mamo's presentation, Mustafa 
BA Camgöz, Emeritus Professor of Cancer Biology and Neurobiology from Imperial College London, focused on new 
technologies, research and innovations and highlighted new treatments and integrated methods for the prevention, 
treatment and care of cancer. 
 
Cancer has a significant impact not only on the lives of cancer patients and their relatives, but also on our health systems, 
economy and society at large. Unless mitigated, cancer cases are predicted to increase about 25 % by 2035, making cancer 
the leading cause of death in the EU. Moreover, COVID-19 pandemic has had a substantial impact on cancer treatment 
and care by disrupting treatment, delaying diagnosis and vaccination, and interrupting access to medications. 
 
Background:  
2.7 million People were diagnosed with cancer in the European Union in 2020 and the disease claimed the lives of 1.3 
million Europeans. Europe's Beating Cancer Plan is a key pillar of the European Health Union, presented by President von 
der Leyen in November 2020, calling for a more secure, resilient and better-prepared European Union. Europe's Beating 
the Cancer Plan will be supported by actions spanning across policy areas from employment, education, social policy and 
equality, through marketing, agriculture, energy, the environment and climate, to transport, cohesion policy, and 
taxation. 
With its ten flagship initiatives and multiple supporting actions, the Plan is structured around four key action areas. The 
Commission will deploy a whole range of its funding instruments, with a total of €4 billion being earmarked for actions 
addressing cancer, including from the EU4Health programme, Horizon Europe and the Digital Europe programme. A new 
Knowledge Centre on Cancer will be launched in order to better coordinate scientific and technical related initiatives at 
EU level. European Cancer Imaging Initiative will be established in order further improve personalised medicine and 
support innovative solutions with the help of computer assisted tools.  
The Commission will launch the ‘Helping Children with Cancer Initiative’ to ensure that children have access to rapid and 
optimal detection, diagnosis, treatment and care. Finally, Cancer Inequalities Registry will be established in 2021 in order 
to reduce inequalities between Member States and regions.  
 
For more information: 
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/non_communicable_diseases/docs/eu_cancer-plan_en.pdf  
https://ec.europa.eu/health/sites/health/files/non_communicable_diseases/docs/eu_cancer-plan_annex_en.pdf 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/fs_21_341 
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_21_344 
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/priorities-2019-2024/promoting-our-european-way-life/european-health-
union/cancer-plan-europe_en  
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