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"A Jazz N�ght �n N�cos�a" event gathered jazz lovers at
Bandabul�ya Stage!

As part of European Mus�c N�ghts, "A Jazz N�ght �n N�cos�a" event, featur�ng
Cah�t Kutrafalı Quartet and Sara So Far took place on 12 March at
Bandabul�ya Stage, N�cos�a. Sara Mak�paa (vocal), Cah�t Kutrafal� (bass),
Char�s Ioannou (saxophone), Erm�s M�cha�l (gu�tar), Stel�os Xyd�as (drums)
performed at the concert.

 The EU promotes culture as a way to br�ng commun�t�es together, foster�ng a
l�nk between the present and the future, and mak�ng culture access�ble to
all. Mus�c const�tutes an �mportant p�llar of European culture and �s probably
the cultural and creat�ve sector w�th the largest aud�ence reach. It �s an
essent�al component of Europe’s cultural d�vers�ty and �t has the power to br�ng
pos�t�ve changes to many levels of soc�ety. It also has a strong econom�c
s�gn�f�cance: the mus�c sector, based on small and med�um bus�nesses,
employs more people than f�lm

 Sara So Far (Sara Mak�paa) has been perform�ng and record�ng w�th several
band format�ons and as a solo art�st ma�nly �n Belg�um, the Netherlands and
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surround�ng countr�es, wh�le also be�ng a pass�onate teacher (vo�ce, p�ano and
mus�c �n general). In 2018, Sara has started a collaborat�on w�th Cypr�ot
bass�st Cah�t Kutrafalı. Cah�t Kutrafal� Quartet �s a four-p�ece jazz band, wh�ch
performs or�g�nal mus�c composed by Cah�t Kutrafalı. The band has performed
at var�ous venues and fest�vals �n the past and br�ngs both Greek Cypr�ot and
Turk�sh Cypr�ot mus�c�ans together �n the same ensemble. The band recorded
together Kutrafalı's debut album ''As It Is'' and h�s recent release ''Trans�t�ons''
wh�ch has been released both �n Cyprus and Turkey.

As part of the EU A�d Programme for the Turk�sh Cypr�ot commun�ty a ser�es of
act�v�t�es and projects to ra�se awareness about arts, mus�c and cultural
her�tage were supported. Th�s �ncludes the “Confrontat�on through Art Project”
by EMAA and the “Cypr�ot Intang�ble Cultural Her�tage” project by Folk-Der.
Add�t�onally, s�nce 2012 the European Un�on, has prov�ded €14.7 m�ll�on for the
preservat�on of Cyprus' cultural her�tage �n support of the work of the Techn�cal
Comm�ttee on Cultural Her�tage v�a UNDP.

 The EU has been support�ng cultural and mus�c events through EU Infopo�nt
(EUIP). S�nce 2015, EUIP organ�sed four Europe Day event concerts, a
Therem�n Concert, European Mus�c N�ghts Cyprus Chamber Orchestra
Class�cal Mus�c Concerts, European Mus�c N�ghts Othello/Sonare Cho�rs
Concert, Env�ronment themed Art and Photography Compet�t�on exh�b�t�on,
and an exh�b�t�on of the w�nn�ng artworks of the Europe Day “Un�ted �n
D�vers�ty” art compet�t�ons target�ng pr�mary schools.

Check out the photo album!
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D�vers�ty Fest�val brought d�fferent cultures together at
Bedestan, N�cos�a

The European Comm�ss�on supported a "D�vers�ty Fest�val" as part of
European Act�on Week Aga�nst Rac�sm on 21 March at Bedestan, N�cos�a. The
fest�val a�med to br�ng together var�ous cultural groups �n order to celebrate
cultural d�vers�ty w�th�n the Turk�sh Cypr�ot commun�ty. The French Cultural
Assoc�at�on, German Cultural Assoc�at�on, Akova Women’s Assoc�at�on,
Palest�n�an Students’ Group, Afr�can Students’ Group, East & South East
Cultural Assoc�at�on, Cyprus Folkdance Group (TUFAD), OneWorsh�p,Turk�sh
Cypr�ot Journal�sts’ Assoc�at�on, Queer Cyprus, and Un�versal Pat�ent R�ghts
Assoc�at�on hosted �nformat�on tables where food of d�fferent cultures was also
served. In add�t�on to th�s, there were mus�c and dance performances by
d�fferent cultural groups. The open�ng speeches of the fest�val were made by
Mr. Arttu Mak�paa, Mr. Mehmet Harmancı, and Ms. Ç�çek Göçkün Bayramoğlu.

Between 16-24 March, the European Act�on Week Aga�nst Rac�sm �s marked
by act�v�t�es all around Europe to combat rac�sm and prejud�ce, br�ng�ng people
w�th d�verse backgrounds and stor�es face to face. Coord�nated by UNITED for
Intercultural Act�on, the pan-European network of ant�-rac�st NGOs, th�s annual
campa�gn sees c�v�l soc�ety groups, educat�onal �nst�tut�ons and c�ty
governments come together to protest aga�nst rac�sm and stand up for
�nclus�ve European soc�et�es.
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As part of the EU A�d Programme for the Turk�sh Cypr�ot commun�ty many
projects address�ng d�scr�m�nat�on and human r�ghts have been supported.
Th�s �ncludes Youthop�a: Empower�ng young Cypr�ots to promote and protect
the�r r�ghts by MAGEM, the Cypr�ot Intang�ble Cultural Her�tage project by the
N�cos�a Folklore Assoc�at�on, Human R�ghts for All by Refugee R�ghts
Assoc�at�on, and Unspoken: Creat�ng D�alogue on LGBTI R�ghts �n the Turk�sh
Cypr�ot Commun�ty by Cyprus Commun�ty Med�a Centre Co. and Queer
Cyprus. In December 2018 the European Comm�ss�on s�gned contracts �n the
amount of €2.3 m�ll�on w�th 8 c�v�l soc�ety organ�sat�ons as part of C�v�l Soc�ety
�n Act�on VI Grant Scheme w�th an a�m to strengthen the�r capac�t�es and
�mpact �n promot�ng and defend�ng democracy, fundamental r�ghts and
freedoms, cultural d�vers�ty and reconc�l�at�on. The projects w�ll address the
prevent�on of domest�c v�olence aga�nst women and ch�ldren, LGBTI+ r�ghts,
and strengthen�ng journal�sts’ and med�a �nst�tut�ons’ capac�ty to promote press
freedom and fundamental human r�ghts.

Cl�ck here to v�ew the photo album!
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Tra�n�ng for Teachers on Redef�n�ng Gender Roles

On the occas�on of Internat�onal Women’s Day 2019, the European
Comm�ss�on h�ghl�ghted the �mportance of gender roles �n educat�on mater�als
through a tra�n�ng sem�nar for elementary school teachers on “Redef�n�ng
Gender Roles” �n partnersh�p w�th Cyprus Turk�sh Teachers’ Trade Un�on. The
sem�nar, wh�ch hosted Professor N�lay Çabuk Kaya as the keynote speaker,
took place on 28 March at Cyprus Turk�sh Teachers’ Trade Un�on.

In her presentat�on, Professor Kaya, w�th her exper�ence �n �mplement�ng adult
educat�on, sem�nars and workshops such as Tra�n�ng of Gender Tra�n�ng
Teachers and Tra�n�ng on Awareness of Gender and Vocat�onal Cho�ce,
exam�ned gender roles and understand�ng gender equal�ty wh�ch �s shaped
through formal educat�on, storybooks, and textbooks. Prof. N�lay Çabuk Kaya
�s a professor of soc�ology at the Un�vers�ty of Ankara, Turkey. She �s currently
the v�ce-pres�dent of the Turk�sh Soc�olog�cal Assoc�at�on (TSA) and �n the
execut�ve comm�ttee of the European Soc�olog�cal Assoc�at�on (ESA).

As part of the EU A�d Programme �n the Turk�sh Cypr�ot commun�ty, the EC
has prov�ded support to local NGOs and local commun�t�es for gender equal�ty-
related �ssues such as women’s empowerment, domest�c v�olence, and a
project for a women’s shelter �n N�cos�a. These projects have an �mpact on
ra�s�ng awareness about the �nequal�ty between men and women and the steps
needed to address th�s. A new project was s�gned recently w�th local NGO
KAYAD called “Together Stronger” where the a�m w�ll be to work w�th the
m�ddle schools and tra�n 300 teachers about sexual educat�on and domest�c
v�olence.
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Occupat�onal Health and Safety Tra�n�ngs at Vocat�onal Schools

The European Comm�ss�on supported a ser�es of occupat�onal health and
safety tra�n�ngs at 12 vocat�onal schools �n the Turk�sh Cypr�ot commun�ty for
the th�rd consecut�ve year. The tra�n�ngs started on 19 December where 3
schools attended the tra�n�ngs �n the last month of the year. The tra�n�ngs
cont�nued �n January �n 3 schools and 4 more schools were v�s�ted �n February.
The tra�n�ng ser�es ended �n March w�th the last 2 tra�n�ng sess�ons at Atatürk
Meslek L�ses� and Ceng�z Topel Meslek L�ses�. 

  
A total of 662 f�nal year students part�c�pated �n these tra�n�ngs wh�ch covered
var�ous top�cs such as why health and safety �s �mportant �n workplaces, how
health and safety at work could be ach�eved w�th spec�f�c examples on d�fferent
workplaces, health and safety rules, �mplementat�on examples from var�ous EU
countr�es, and showcas�ng why the EU �s one of the safest places to work. The
tra�n�ngs targeted cons�der�ng the educat�on and sk�lls of the students and each
part�c�pat�ng student were g�ven a cert�f�cate. At the end of the tra�n�ng ser�es,
all the part�c�pat�ng students are �nv�ted to part�c�pate �n a qu�z compet�t�on.
Three lucky students answer�ng all the quest�ons correctly w�ll be awarded
personal health and safety k�ts. The a�m of the tra�n�ngs �s to prepare students
w�th knowledge about health and safety and to equ�p them w�th sk�lls to �dent�fy
workplace r�sks and prevent acc�dents as they prepare to enter the workforce.
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In 2017, a total of 621 f�nal year students took part �n the tra�n�ng wh�ch was
conducted at all 12 Vocat�onal Schools and the Apprent�cesh�p School at the
Chamber of Turk�sh Cypr�ot Shopkeepers and Art�sans and �n 2016, a total of
870 students took part �n the tra�n�ngs.

 Health and safety at work �s one of the areas where the EU has had the
b�ggest �mpact – w�th a sol�d legal framework cover�ng the max�mum number of
r�sks w�th the m�n�mum number of regulat�ons. The Comm�ss�on also works
w�th the European Agency for Health and Safety at Work and the European
Foundat�on for the Improvement of L�v�ng and Work�ng Cond�t�ons to
d�ssem�nate �nformat�on, offer gu�dance and promote healthy work�ng
env�ronments.

The "Protect the Env�ronment" tra�n�ng, organ�sed �n cooperat�on w�th the EU-
funded Capac�ty Bu�ld�ng �n the Sol�d Waste, Wastewater Sector Project, took
place at 23 N�san Pr�mary School on 12 and 18 March, at Şeh�t Ertuğrul
Pr�mary School on 14 March, at Değ�rmenl�k Pr�mary School on 21 March and
at Alsancak Pr�mary School on 26 March w�th the part�c�pat�on of
approx�mately 600 students. The tra�n�ng sess�ons a�med to ra�se awareness
of env�ronmental protect�on. The �nteract�ve tra�n�ngs �ncluded a short v�deo on
mar�ne waste and a l�vely Q&A sess�on w�th the part�c�pants. All students
rece�ved a brochure about waste management and recycl�ng. 
Please follow the l�nk to check out the brochure.
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EU AID PROGRAMME FOR THE TURKISH CYPRIOT COMMUNITY
 EU Scholarsh�p Programme for the Turk�sh Cypr�ot Commun�ty for the

Academ�c Year 2019/20

The European Comm�ss�on launched of the “EU Scholarsh�ps for the Turk�sh
Cypr�ot commun�ty Programme for the Academ�c Year 2019/20” funded under
the A�d Programme. 

 In th�s round, the EU Scholarsh�p Programme w�ll award grants to
approx�mately 130 Turk�sh Cypr�ot students, graduates, and profess�onals. Th�s
comes �n add�t�on to approx�mately 1,400, who have already benef�ted from EU
Scholarsh�p grants s�nce 2007.  Th�s year's programme �s for long-term
programmes and short-term programmes �n EU Member States. Up to 40% of
the budget can be ut�l�zed for UK programmes. The call for 2019/20 �ncludes a
l�st of pr�or�ty areas.  Appl�cants �n these areas w�ll rece�ve add�t�onal po�nts
dur�ng the evaluat�on.

  
Var�ous �nformat�on sess�ons were organ�sed at EU Infopo�nt and �n
other �nst�tut�ons and schools by the programme author�t�es. Apart from these
sess�ons wh�ch had h�gh part�c�pat�on, �nformat�on sess�ons were held
for people who want to study �n the Netherlands, Germany and France. These
sess�ons hosted country representat�ves and people who prev�ously benef�ted
from the scholarsh�p programme �n these countr�es. 

  
 The EU Scholarsh�ps Programme �s fully funded by the EU and �s �mplemented
by the Br�t�sh Counc�l.

Upcom�ng Events and Themes

APRIL
  

Youth Chat Cafe Ser�es
 10 Apr�l 10:00 - 12:00 @ TMK, N�cos�a

 12 Apr�l 09:00 - 10:00 @ TMK, Famagusta
 16 Apr�l 10:30 - 12:00 @ Near East College, N�cos�a

 17 Apr�l 10:00 - 12:00 @ Levent College, N�cos�a
  

Vocat�onal Sk�lls to Enhance Employab�l�ty
 25 Apr�l 
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Green Energy Tra�n�ng Ser�es for Electr�c�ty Students
  

MAY
  

Europe Day 2019 Celebrat�ons
 25 May @ Sel�m�ye Square, N�cos�a

  
European Mus�c N�ghts

 Jazz Concert 
 07 May

  
Green Energy Tra�n�ng Ser�es for Electr�c�ty Students

  

Follow our Facebook page for up to date �nformat�on!

The EU Infopo�nt a�ms to �ncrease publ�c knowledge, awareness and understand�ng of the European

Un�on, �ts values, pol�c�es and programmes as well as the EU A�d Programme for the Turk�sh Cypr�ot

commun�ty. The EU Infopo�nt �s a project funded by the European Un�on under the A�d Programme for the

Turk�sh Cypr�ot commun�ty w�th the a�m to br�ng the Turk�sh Cypr�ot commun�ty closer to the EU.

L�ke Us! Follow Us! V�s�t Us! Contact Us!

 Th�s Project �s funded by the European Un�on. 
  

Copyr�ght © 2019 AB B�lg� Merkez�, All r�ghts reserved.
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Any Quest�ons? Ask Us!
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