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EU AID PROGRAMME FOR THE TURKISH CYPRIOT COMMUNITY

The European Commission has launched a EUR 2 million call for proposals to
support Civil Society Organisations (CSOs) in the Turkish Cypriot community.
The seventh Cypriot Civil Society in Action grant scheme aims at encouraging civil
society organisations to pursue meaningful socio-economic change by:

participating in policy and decision making and implementation;
influencing change at local and EU level;
fostering collaboration and partnership, including in the dialogue between the
Cypriot communities and in sectoral cooperation. 

The priorities of this call for
proposals are:

1. a) civil society capacity
building, and

2. b) at least one of the
following topics:
environment and climate
change, human rights,
good governance, social
inclusion and youth
participation, and media

The call for proposals consists
of two lots with the same
priorities but with different EU
funded grant size and potential
duration:

Lot 1 (EUR 400,000) is for
grants from EUR 30,000
to EUR 60,000 with a
duration of 6 to
36 months.
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literacy and promotion of
ethical journalism.

Lot 2 (EUR 1,600,000) is
for grants from EUR
75,000 to EUR 320,000
with a duration of 24 to
36 months.

This call for proposals is restricted, so applicants should only submit concept notes
initially. The deadline for submission of the proposals (concept notes) is 16 October
2020 at 15:00 Brussels time (16:00 Cyprus time).
The guidelines for applicants and application package are available here, under the
reference 169185.
Information sessions organised by the EU Grant Support Team started in early August
and will continue until the end of September both in various regions and online. You
may check the following links for more information on the upcoming sessions and
trainings: 
www.abbilgi.eu, www.facebook.com/ABBilgi, http://www.tcceugrantsupport.eu/en/ and 
www.facebook.com/ABhibedestek

The European Commission delivered crucial equipment and supplies for the
Turkish Cypriot community
 

The European Commission, in close partnership with UNDP in Cyprus, has delivered
additional equipment and supplies to the Turkish Cypriot Union of local communities
to contribute to the Turkish Cypriot community’s fight against COVID-19.

Personal protective equipment worth approximately EUR 80,000 and financed by the
EU Aid Programme, has successfully arrived in two batches on 23 and 30 July. The
personal protective equipment includes 12,500 disposable surgical masks, 4,500
bottles of hand sanitizer alcohol, 170 pairs of rubber boots, 340 pairs of heavy-duty
boots, 11,000 pieces of gloves, 3,400 pieces of heavy-duty gloves, 288 protective
goggles and 50 re-usable aprons.

With the provision of this personal protective equipment, the EU support will be
extended beyond the health sector to the local communities, improving hygiene and
contributing to the prevention of possible virus propagation.
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The European Jazz Workshop, organised for the fourth year in a row with cooperation
of the European Commission and Jazz Education Abroad (JEA), was held online with
the participation of 24 students on 23,24,27 and 28 July. The four-day online
workshop opened its doors to music teachers, students and musicians of all ages,
playing all kinds of musical instruments and at all levels. The European Jazz
Workshop 2020 ended on Tuesday, July 28, with a music performance of students
working in different groups during the workshop.

The Jazz workshop was held under the supervision of the workshop’s art director Dr.
Gene Aitken together with jazz masters Mariano Abello (Saxophone/Flute), Deborah
Carter (Vocal), Loizos Paphitis (Guitar), Andreas Panteli (Piano), Cahit Kutrafalı
(Bass), Gonzalo Maestre (Drum), Miguel Blanco (Arrangement), Dr. J Kyle Gregory
(Listening Class),  and  social time facilitators Janine Lustosa and Thais Abello with
parallel workshops held for four days between 10:00 and 16:00. The participants
received a digital certificate at the end of the workshop.
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The European Commission highlighted the EU policies for fire prevention and the
importance of coordination and cooperation during a webinar on “Forest Fire
Prevention” which was organised on 29 July as part of the European Green Deal
Campaign.
 
During the webinar, Prof. José M. Moreno, Professor of Ecology, University of Castilla-
La Mancha from Spain and Prof. Dr. Ömer Küçük, Professor of Forest Fires,
Kastamonu University in Turkey discussed the EU policies for fire prevention, best
practices in the EU and Mediterranean region, and the importance of coordination and
cooperation in combating forest fires. They also addressed the effects of wildfires in
protected areas.
 
Forest fires constitute a serious and increasing threat throughout Europe, and
particularly in the Mediterranean region. Forest fire prevention, preparedness, and
response activities are closely intertwined. Long, dry spells increase the risk of forest
fires breaking out. Weather conditions, such as rain and wind, vegetation, the layout
of the terrain as well as forest management practices are factors that have a huge
bearing on the scale of forest fires. The risk of fire is expected to further increase due
to climate change and will be increasingly characterised by massive fires that cost
lives and burn areas that take longer to fully recover.
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The European Green Deal is EU’s new growth strategy. It will help cut emissions while
creating jobs. The European Green Deal is about improving the well-being of people. The

EU will become climate-neutral by 2050 - an economy with net-zero greenhouse gas
emissions. Reaching this target will require actions by all sectors of our economy. This

objective is at the heart of the European Green Deal and in line with the EU’s commitment to
global climate action under the Paris Agreement. The transition to a climate-neutral society

is both an urgent challenge and an opportunity to build a better future for all.

The European Commission highlighted
the importance of energy efficiency with
a wide-reaching campaign on radio,
newspapers, billboards, and online
channels. The campaign promoted the
benefits of using energy efficiently at
home, offices, and schools.

Check out the campaign visuals here!
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Online Education Series for Children: Energy Efficiency
 
As part of the EU Sustainable Energy Week activities, the EU Infopoint organised a
series of short educational videos for children focusing on how to use energy
efficiently. The “Let’s learn energy efficiency” online training series consisted of six (6)
educational videos and one animation video produced within the scope of the EU-
funded Energy and Environment Conscious Children Project. The videos, which are
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also available here, were published on the EU Infopoint Facebook page from 29 June
to 11 July and watched by almost 2,700 people.

Under the Young Entrepreneurs Technical Assistance Project
funded by the European Union as part of the Private Sector
Development Grant Scheme, Kyrenia Youth and
Development Centre (GİGEM) continued its activities with
online training programmes in July. The first event which
focused on communication in marketing took place on 9 July.
The second online event, which was organised on 24 July
focused on the topic of how economic development and
entrepreneurship will be affected post-COVID. The last
online event of the month, organised on 29 July, highlighted
the technical and economic empowerment of
entrepreneurship. All workshops targeted young people aged
20-35 and start-up entrepreneurs. You can visit GİGEM’s
Facebook Page for upcoming webinars and online training
programmes.

In recent weeks, Peace Players Cyprus conducted a survey on the challenges faced by the Cypriot
youth as part of the project "Promoting Dialogue for Change: Peace Advocacy Through Youth
Empowerment", funded by the European Union. The overall objective of the project is to contribute
to the empowerment and inclusion of youth in the peace discourse in Cyprus. More than 180 young
people across the island took part in the survey and identified education, the Cyprus problem, and
unemployment as the three biggest challenges they face. As part of the project, PeacePlayers
Cyprus scheduled three retreats in total to further explore each challenge, and produce policy briefs
including possible solutions together with young people. The first retreat event on education took
place between 25-26 July and brought together young people between the ages of 18 and 35. The
objectives of the retreat event were to explore young people’s opinions and ideas regarding the
challenges faced in education, to provide a safe space to the participants to share their
experiences and ideas on improving education in Cyprus and to motivate and support participants
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in their role as multipliers and peer leaders in education, and encourage them to implement follow-
up initiatives. Please check the PeacePlayers Cyprus Facebook Page for the upcoming events.

Online Activities and Themes in September

European Green Deal Campaign
Webinar on Job Opportunities for Youth in Green Economies
11 September, 15:00 - 17:00 @ Zoom Platform & Facebook Live

European Green Deal Campaign – Farm to Fork Strategy
Webinar on the Impact of Pesticides on Public Health and Environment

European Green Deal Campaign – Zero Pollution
Webinar on Zero Pollution (Packaging Waste)

European Researchers' Night
Webinar on The Role of Research on Fact-Based Policy Making

European Mobility Week
 
European Week of Sport

European Day of Languages

Follow our Facebook page for up to date information!

The EU Infopoint aims to increase public knowledge, awareness and understanding of the
European Union, its values, policies and programmes as well as the EU Aid Programme
for the Turkish Cypriot community. The EU Infopoint is a project funded by the European
Union under the Aid Programme for the Turkish Cypriot community with the aim to bring
the Turkish Cypriot community closer to the EU.

Like Us! Follow Us! Follow Us! Visit Us! Contact Us!

Any Questions? Ask Us!
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 This Project is funded by the European Union. 

Copyright © 2020 AB Bilgi Merkezi, All rights reserved.
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