Nicosia, 22 October 2018

EU-funded Works of Phase II of the Solid Waste Storage Facility in
Gungor/Koutsoventis for Capacity Extension Completed
The European Commission announces the start of operation of the newly completed Phase II of the
Gungor/Koutsoventis solid waste storage facility, with an approximate investment of €1.9 million. The EU
investment aims to further support the Turkish Cypriot community in environmental infrastructure, and
more specifically in the waste sector, via its continued investment in the Gungor/Koutsoventis solid waste
storage facility. In addition to this, the project aims to increase awareness about EU waste and recycling
management policies and good practices in the Turkish Cypriot community.

The first EU financed project for a solid waste storage facility (Phase I) at Gungor/Koutsoventis, started
operation in 2012 with an investment of approximately €3.5 million. The initial design of the facility foresaw a
solid waste storage capacity to meet the demands for the Turkish Cypriot community for approximately 10
years, Phase I of which has now reached capacity.
The second EU-financed project for capacity extension, 'Phase II and additional peripheral works', was initiated
in January 2018 with an approximate budget of €1.9 million. Work on the waste deposition area (Cell 2) was
finalised in September 2018 and is now ready for operation. The completion of Phase II extends the solid waste
acceptance capacity for the Turkish Cypriot community until approximately 2030. Current EU investment is
continuing at the site, with peripheral works ongoing these due to be completed by December 2018. The
peripheral works include leachate management works, landfill gas collection and flaring facility, and temporary
covering of the completed landfill Cell 1.
In order for the current facility to provide adequate 'storage' of wastes until the year 2030 for the whole of
the Turkish Cypriot community, waste management procedures and most importantly citizens' perceptions
will need to develop further. The landfill facility extension currently being inaugurated is one component,
which is part of what has become to be known as the circular economy policy. Over time, waste prevention
and recycling and application of the polluter pays principle must become the norm rather than the exception.
Background:
The European Union's approach to waste management is based on the "waste hierarchy" which sets the following priority
order when shaping waste policy and managing waste at the operational level: prevention, (preparing for) reuse,
recycling, recovery and, as the least preferred option, disposal.
In line with this the 7th Environment Action Programme sets the following priority objectives for waste policy in the EU:
•
•
•
•
•

To reduce the amount of waste generated;
To maximise recycling and re-use;
To limit incineration to non-recyclable materials;
To phase out landfilling to non-recyclable and non-recoverable waste;
To ensure full implementation of the waste policy targets in all Member States.
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