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EU Ant�-Traff�ck�ng Day 2019 Panel took place �n N�cos�a
Importance of coord�nat�on �n the f�ght aga�nst human traff�ck�ng h�ghl�ghted

On the occas�on of EU Ant�-Traff�ck�ng Day, a network�ng panel �s held on 18
October at the Cyprus Turk�sh Chamber of Commerce (KTTO) �n N�cos�a.  The
a�m of th�s year’s EU Ant�-Traff�ck�ng Day event was to br�ng together local
NGOs work�ng �n the f�eld to jo�n forces and share exper�ences �n order to
def�ne local restr�ct�ons and constra�nts �n the combat aga�nst human traff�ck�ng
and f�nd synerg�es between local �n�t�at�ves and NGOs. The open�ng speeches
of the panel were made by Mr. Kjartan Björnsson and Ms. Ayşegül Baybars. 
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Dur�ng the panel d�scuss�on, Ms. Fez�le Osum from Refugee R�ghts
Assoc�at�on’s “COMMIT - Coord�nated Measures and Mechan�sms for Ant�-
Traff�ck�ng” Project, Mr. Ahmet Türkdoğan from Cyprus Turk�sh Bar
Assoc�at�on’s  “Legal Changes and Legal Support aga�nst Human Traff�ck�ng”
Project,  Mr. Doğukan Gümüşatam from Queer Cyprus Assoc�at�on's  “LGBTI+
�n Freedom from Explo�tat�on (L�fE)” Project and Ms. M�ne Atlı from Assoc�at�on
of  Women to Support L�v�ng “Do not Ignore” Project came together to present
the�r projects that rece�ved EU grant from the call “Together aga�nst Traff�ck�ng
�n Human Be�ngs”. After the presentat�ons, the part�c�pants and the speakers
d�scussed the opportun�t�es and challenges �n the local context to jo�n efforts
w�th all relevant stakeholders to better combat traff�ck�ng �n human be�ngs �n
the Turk�sh Cypr�ot commun�ty. 
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In 2018 the European Comm�ss�on as part of the EU A�d Programme for the
Turk�sh Cypr�ot commun�ty, launched a EUR 1,000,000 call for proposals
a�m�ng to prevent and address traff�ck�ng �n human be�ngs.  The ma�n
object�ves of the Call for Proposals were to prevent human traff�ck�ng and ra�se
awareness; to �mprove v�ct�ms' access to r�ghts; and to �ncrease knowledge of
and effect�ve and coord�nated response to all forms of traff�ck�ng �n human
be�ngs.

The EU Ant�-Traff�ck�ng Day was establ�shed by the European Comm�ss�on �n
2007 and �s marked on 18 October of every year. The ma�n purpose has been
to ra�se awareness on traff�ck�ng �n human be�ngs and �ncrease the exchange
of �nformat�on, knowledge and best pract�ces amongst the d�fferent actors
work�ng �n th�s f�eld. EU Ant�-traff�ck�ng Day serves as an occas�on to bolster
Europe-w�de comm�tment for end�ng traff�ck�ng �n human be�ngs, to ra�se
awareness, exchange know-how, and best pract�ces, and take stock of what
has been ach�eved.  Traff�ck�ng �n human be�ngs �s a grave human r�ghts
v�olat�on and �t �s proh�b�ted by the EU Charter of Fundamental R�ghts.

Traff�ck�ng �n human be�ngs 
The slavery of our t�mes
Traff�ck�ng �n human be�ngs �s the slavery of our t�mes. It �s a

human r�ghts v�olat�on and a terr�ble cr�me. V�ct�ms are lured

and kept �n horr�ble cond�t�ons for the purposes of sexual or

labour explo�tat�on, begg�ng, cr�m�nal act�v�t�es or the removal

of organs, only to name a few. There can be hundreds of

thousands of v�ct�ms around us.

The Internat�onal Labour Organ�zat�on (June 2012) est�mates

the number of v�ct�ms explo�ted for forced labour and sexual

serv�ces to be around 880 000 �n the EU alone and nearly 21

m�ll�on worldw�de. And these are only conservat�ve

est�mates… cont�nue read�ng >>
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Env�ronment Awareness Tra�n�ngs �n Pr�mary Schools

The "Protect the Env�ronment" tra�n�ngs, organ�sed �n cooperat�on w�th the EU-
funded Capac�ty Bu�ld�ng �n the Sol�d Waste, Wastewater Sector Project, took
place at Karşıyaka Merkez Pr�mary School on 9 October, at Karaoğlanoğlu
Pr�mary School on 14 & 15 October, at Türkmenköy Pr�mary School on 16
October, and at Çatalköy Pr�mary School on 31 October w�th the part�c�pat�on
of approx�mately 350 students from 4th and 5th grades. The tra�n�ng sess�ons
a�med to ra�se awareness of env�ronmental protect�on. The �nteract�ve tra�n�ngs
�ncluded a short v�deo on mar�ne waste and a l�vely Q&A sess�on w�th the
part�c�pants. All students rece�ved a brochure about waste management and
recycl�ng. 
Please follow the l�nk to check out the brochure.

Upcom�ng Events and Themes
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NOVEMBER

Europe Day 2019 Photo Compet�t�on Pr�ze Ceremony
11 November 14:00 - 15:00 @ EU Infopo�nt, N�cos�a

An�mal D�sease Erad�cat�on
Strengthen�ng Capac�t�es of Veter�nary Serv�ces
14 November 16:00 - 19:00 @ Mer�t Hotel, N�cos�a

European SME Week 2019
Innovat�on Sem�nar & SME Grants Award Ceremony 
22 November 09:00 - 11:30 @ Bedestan, N�cos�a

Env�ronment Awareness Tra�n�ngs �n Pr�mary Schools

Un�versal Ch�ldren's R�ghts Day

DECEMBER

N�cos�a Jazz Days

An�mal Health

Follow our Facebook page for up to date �nformat�on!

The EU Infopo�nt a�ms to �ncrease publ�c knowledge, awareness and understand�ng of the European

Un�on, �ts values, pol�c�es and programmes as well as the EU A�d Programme for the Turk�sh Cypr�ot

commun�ty. The EU Infopo�nt �s a project funded by the European Un�on under the A�d Programme for the

Turk�sh Cypr�ot commun�ty w�th the a�m to br�ng the Turk�sh Cypr�ot commun�ty closer to the EU.

L�ke Us! Follow Us! Follow Us! V�s�t Us! Contact Us!

 Th�s Project �s funded by the European Un�on. 

Copyr�ght © 2019 AB B�lg� Merkez�, All r�ghts reserved.
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Any Quest�ons? Ask Us!
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